
 

 

 
 

Established in September 2020, Ubiliber is the publisher of Unione Buddhista Italiana (the Italian Buddhist 

Union).  

 

The project features a precise publishing direction as it was designed to promote knowledge of the Buddhist 

culture, teachings, philosophy and thinking through the publication of the most significant works available in 

the international arena. 

 

The name enshrines and evokes the multi-faceted soul of the publisher and of the universe that it wants to 

voice: Unione buddhista italiana, UBI, which translates the Latin adverb when, coupled with the Latin noun 

or adjective liber, i.e. book or free, respectively. With a little poetic license, free books everywhere, in the 

world. 

 

Directed by Emanuele Basile, the publishing company offers the reader a catalogue of the greatest authors of 

Buddhist thinking as well as less renowned, authoritative writers, some of whom translated for the first time 

in Italy. A high publishing quality, coupled with technical and aesthetic care, makes the publications also 

accessible to and enjoyable by people who approach Buddhism for the first time.  

 

The publishing activity of Ubiliber started with two important works: a new translation of the Dhammapada 

and Chiamami con i miei veri nomi (Call Me by My True Names), the only collection of poems by the Zen 

Master Thich Nhat Hanh.  

 

Drawing on the entire wealth of the Buddhist tradition, Ubiliber is going to publish the translations of 

canonical texts, commentaries, mediation manuals, works by contemporary masters and authors, as well as 

essays, novels, collections of poems, children’s books and graphic novels, in an attempt to highlight the 

interweaving of the various disciplines of knowledge, natural science and the ongoing search for the ultimate 

reality.  

 

The ambitious goal of the publisher is to produce books that are capable of generating a paradigm shift in the 

conscience of society and, at the same time, to serve as the point of reference for those readers who are 

interested in a true spiritual path, shedding light on an ancient culture that is often only partly understood. 

 

Ubiliber’s project is far-reaching and readers shall be offered a lot of in-depth contents in addition to the 

books. Starting from May 2021, the website (ubiliber.it) shall offer video interviews with authors and editors 

of books, podcasts, playlists and a glossary exploring the most interesting terms of the various disciplines 

discussed in the published works, and on the world of books. 

 

OUR PEOPLE 

Emanuele Basile, Publishing Director He has been working in the book industry for over 25 years, 

performing a variety of tasks. After graduating in Modern Literature from the Bologna University, he moved 

to England where he directed one of Waterstone’s bookstores. Together with this profession, he performed 

author scouting and translation activities for major Italian publishing companies. Then, he worked in co-

publishing for the well-known London-based publisher Thames & Hudson. After returning to Italy, in 2002 

he started a professional cooperation, which is still in force, with Mondadori, first as Editor for Oscar 

Mondadori and then as creator and Director of the Spirituality book series. He then moved back to England, 

where he is still living, and continued to work with Mondadori as publishing consultant, dealing with 

acquisitions in the non-fiction book sector. Over time, he carried out several activities for Mondadori, 

http://www.ubiliber.it/


 

 

including strategy development consulting, identification of new publishing trends, brand positioning, 

portfolio management and product innovation.  

Having identified a significant gap on the market, in 2015 he established, together with Pamela Ferlin, the 

award-winning publishing services company Ergo Sum Limited and devoted his efforts to illustrated 

corporate biographies.  

Since September 2020, he has been working as Publishing Director of Ubiliber, the publishing company that, 

also thanks to his expertise in the field, has the exciting mission of offering the Italian readership the rare 

mixture of wisdom, lightness, tradition and culture that characterizes the Buddhist world.  

Whenever he can, he lives in the mountains. He has been practicing Buddhism since 1993.  

 

Francesca Arengi, Publishing Coordinator. After graduating in International Political Science and 

obtaining a master degree in Tourism Economics from the Bocconi University, she chose to apply her 

knowledge gained thanks to her studies in the hotel hospitality and catering industry, both in Italy and 

abroad. By its very nature, this sector opens new horizons and fosters interests across borders. In fact, it was 

in those years that she started investigating deeply into her passions and especially calligraphy, which she is 

still pursuing by attending courses led by renowned Italian and foreign masters.  

With a strong passion for books, she found a fil rouge in her professional experiences: she founded an 

innovative game and toy shop, offering traditional, educational and experimental products together with 

tactile and sensory books for babies and pre-school children, picture books, basic scientific contents for 

children and young adolescents by specialized publishing companies.  

In the wake of a century-long family tradition and riding the wave of the tourist-cultural relaunch of her 

hometown of Padua, she started up and managed a small bed and breakfast, organizing bike tours, guided 

tours and participations in exhibitions, events and concerts.  

For many years, she was a consultant for international toy companies covering various positions and roles: 

from promotion to design, from marketing copyrighting to social media content developer, from product 

market launches to the organization of local events concerning wooden toys, educational and publishing 

products for which she oversees translation and development.  

Over the years she came into close contact with the fascinating reality of Buddhism and, through 

unfathomable paths and thanks to some sliding doors, she landed at Ubiliber with the awareness that ubi 

liber, ibi opes: where there is a book there is wealth. 

 

OUR BOOK SERIES  

Awareness, care, attention, curiosity and creativity are the ingredients of all book series published by 

Ubiliber. Drawing inspiration from the elements of Nature, their names evoke an ancient, albeit still vital, 

teaching that, with its holistic view, is an unfading generator of knowledge. 

 

Radice (Root) is a collection of transcripts of Buddhist sutras delivered by Siddharta Gautama. This series 

offers the Buddha’s words passed down orally such as in the works Dhammapada and The Heart Sutra. 

 

Linfa (Lymph) transfers knowledge through the words of great Masters commenting one or more of the 

Buddha’s discourses, offering interesting insights for contemporary society. From the Dalai Lama to Thich 

Nhat Hanh through to Pema Chödrön: a journey with the greatest Buddhist Masters. 

 

Fiumi (Rivers) places the Buddhist reasoning and thinking at the core and opens up to other disciplines. A 

selection of authors discussing topics such as ecology, science, neuroscience and current events from the 

vivid viewpoint of Buddhism. 

 

Sentieri (Paths) is a more historical series featuring the development of Buddhism and biographies of the 

Buddha, and of the greatest Masters. 

 



 

 

Sassi (Stones) is devoted to poetry. Featuring a modern and innovative character, this collection includes 

works by Buddhist poets or by Buddhism lovers and scholars, including two famous American Pulitzer Prize 

winners. 

 

 

 

 

CHIAMAMI CON I MIEI VERI NOMI - CALL ME BY MY TRUE 

NAMES 

Thich Nhat Hanh 

Translated by Chandra Candiani 

Series: Linfa (Lymph) 

Format: paperback, 21.2x14.2 cm 

Cover price: € 16 

220 pages 

ISBN 979-12-80340-0023 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Call me by my true names is a collection of poems by Zen Master Thich Nhat Hanh and it is divided into two 

sections, i.e. The historical dimension and The ultimate dimension. In this intimate book, the famous monk 

acts like a bridge between art and religion, lyric poetry and philosophy, daily reality and ultimate reality. The 

poems, translated by Chandra Candiani, reflect the world we live in, resting on a subtle plot made of 

Buddhist doctrine: they powerfully gush out a deep compassion that permeates each and every word of this 

work. Ideally, the verses should be read out loud, as if they were the instructions of a guided meditation, so 

as to fully appreciate the message of hope that informs them. The introduction is authored by Phap Ban, the 

monk name of Claudio Panarese, who was ordained as monk in the Thich Nhat Hanh tradition in 2010. 

Thich Nhat Hanh Zen Master Thich Nhat Hanh, celebrated worldwide for his teachings and successful 

books on mindfulness and peace, is a global spiritual leader, poet and activist. Born in 1926 in central 

Vietnam, Thich Nhat Hanh took his vows in the Zen Buddhist tradition at the age of 16. During the years of 

the Vietnam war, he went to Europe and to the United States in order to promote a resolution to the conflict. 

After meeting him, Martin Luther King defined him as “an apostle of peace and non-violence” and 

nominated him for the Nobel Peace Prize. As a result of this mission, both governments of North and South 

Korea denied his right to return to his homeland, which marked the beginning of his 39 year years of exile. 

In 1982, he founded the Plum Village, a center for practicing mindfulness located in the South of France. His 

teachings had and still have an impact on politicians, entrepreneurs, activists, teachers and countless other 

people. In 2014, Thich Nhat Hanh had a severe stroke which left him paralyzed and unable to speak. He 

currently lives at the Tu Hieu temple in Vietnam where, in 1942, he was ordained as a monk. Many of his 

books became international bestsellers.  

 

 

 


